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At the Chicago convention it was argued lie was the man who as President
could soften the shocks between sections. His forty-eight delegates finally
went to Lincoln. He was honest, quaint, old-fashioned, courteous, of a
school that was passing.
Of the new Cabinet members Caleb B. Smith of Indiana, Secretary of the
Interior, was nearest the class of ordinary perfunctory politician. In dicker-
ings by Lincoln's managers at the Chicago convention he had been promised
the place now given him.
The Blair family, the most political family in the country, arrived in the
Cabinet through appointment of Montgomery Blair as Postmaster General.
Bom in 1813, he was the only Cabinet member tinder fifty years of age. A
West Point graduate of Seminole War service, mayor of St. Louiss judge of
the court of common pleas, he had moved to Maryland to be near his large
Federal Supreme Court practice. His brother Francis P. Blair, Jr.s had led
the Free Soil party in Missouri and gone to Congress. His father, known as
Old Man Blair, a fighting editor, an intimate of Andrew Jackson* a skilled
professional politician, had trained the sons, and as political combatants they
were both fierce and adroit. Their big farm at Silver Spring near Washing-
ton was a headquarters for the moderate wing of the Republican party of
Maryland.
The President's secretaries John G. Nicolay and John Hay noted of what
their chief had picked for advisers: 'He wished to combine the experience of
Seward, the integrity of Chase, the popularity of Cameron; to hold the West
with Bates, attract New England with Welless please the Whigs through
Smith, and convince the Democrats through Blair.* In this Cabinet was not
one tried and proved friend of the President, He picked his counsellors for
other reasons than his personal comfort.
In the event of the President's death his place would be taken by Vice-
President Hannibal Hamlin of Maine, fifty-two years of age, tall, swarthy,
powerfully built. He had been Governor of Maine and one of the first
Republicans in the United States Senate.
To the most important of all diplomatic posts, Minister to Great Britain,
the President sent the hard-headed and austere Charles Francis Adams, St.,
of Boston, Massachusetts. To Mexico as Minister Lincoln sent his old friend
Thomas Corwin of Ohio. They could remember when they opposed the '
war with Mexico, on the ground that the Mexicans had not invaded the
United States, Lincoln losing his seat in the House, Corwin losing his seat in
the Senate through his declaration: 'Were I a Mexican, as I am an American,
I would say to the invader: "We will welcome you with bloody hands to
hospitable graves." *
Day after day the President had to waste precious hours with office-seekers.